GEOGRAPHY
Teacher : Mr. Conard                                                                 Number of Weeks: 18

Introduction: This semester-long course provides instruction and measurement of student learning in high school-level geography. The context for this course is contemporary and practical, drawing from problems encountered and solutions reached in local communities.  

The course is divided into four main sections, each based on one of the overarching Geography Standards.  Each week of the course is divided into lessons.  Several lessons are based on The Delaware Geography Health Initiative, a set of instructional tools aligned to Delaware Geography Standards in grades 9-12.  In this course, students apply the knowledge, skills and perspectives of geography.  They research problems, analyze data, and suggest solutions using a GIS-based approach. 
Course Content: Units of  Study

I. Regional Planning and Geographic Skills
II. Accessibility
III. Hierarchy, Complementarity, Diffusion
IV. Geographic Principles
V. Environmental Interdependence

VI. Places and Perceptions

VII. Planning for Better Places
Instructional Materials:

1. All materials will be supplied by the instructor. 
       2.  All homework assignments will be posted on Study Island and the class website, or given to students


by the instructor.
       3.  All students will maintain a research notebook which will count a major course grade.
Online Resources:

There is a class website that students will be using throughout the course:

   http://chsconard.weebly.com
Any student who does not have a computer/internet at home is responsible for informing the

instructor as soon as possible. Paper copies of all assignments will be given to these students. 
Instructional Approaches:

1. Use of computers in the room or lab
2. Reading/writing by students

3. Co-operative learning

4. Lecture/discussion by teacher and students
5. Research notebook
 Student Expectations – Academic and Behavioral

1. You are expected to attend all classes and arrive on time. Unless you have a pass from an administrator, you are considered late once the bell signaling the start of class has rung. 

2. You are expected to be seated at the bell. Otherwise, you may be marked as “late”.  Please leave your seat at the bell or when advised. 

3. You are expected to be prepared and have all necessary materials with you each day. This includes your assigned text, notebook, pen and/or pencil. A #2 pencil is required for some tests. 

4. Late Policy: You are expected to turn in all assignments on time. Unless a proper absence note is presented, regular assignments can be handed in for no more than 50% credit at the start of the next class, major projects will have 10% deducted from their grade every school day they are late.
5. You are expected to turn in assignments that are neat, legible, and when required, have answers written in full sentence form. Each assignment should contain the following information:

a. your full name

b. date

c. block

d. assignment title

6. You are expected to maintain a notebook for this class. It should include all class notes & handouts. A list will be provided at the beginning of each unit detailing the items that will be included and checked.
7. You are expected to protect, care, and return all books issued to you otherwise you may be charged. 

8. You are expected to participate in each lesson as required, and make best educational use of class time as provided.

9. You are expected to conduct yourself in a positive manner and respect the rights and privacy of others.

   10.  You are expected to obey school rules and the Student Code of Conduct.

You will be expected NOT to:

       -    bring your cell phones, walkmans or other electronics devices;

· write or pass personal notes in class;

· copy work assignments from others or cheat in any form;

· bring and /or consume food and/or beverages in class;

· comb your hair or put on make-up during class;

· write on desks or deface other property items;

· throw trash on the floor(please use the waste basket!)

11. No passes will be given from class, during direct instruction.

Evaluation and Grade Determination:

The Christina School District grading scale is as follows:

                    A = 90-100              C = 70-79              F = 0-59

                    B = 80-89                D = 60-69

Your individual marking period grades will be calculated in the following manner:

                     60% Assessments - major tests, projects
                     40% Work Evaluation- quizzes, homework, classwork, participation
Your marking period grade is worth 40% of your final grade. The remaining percentage is your final examination which alone is worth 10%.

(40% mpg x 2 +10% midterm + 10% final = 100%)
Homework and Classwork:

All homework and classwork is graded on a percentage basis and converted to a total average at the end of each quarter. 

Course outlines and grade sheets are also considered homework assignments and require a parent or guardian signature. 
Grades will be updated on a regular basis and will be available for viewing on eSchool via the Home Access program.
Teacher Commitments:

     You can expect me to:

1. come prepared to teach;

2. follow school policies;

3. be available for extra help;

4. return work in a reasonable period of time

5. be objective in grading your work;

6. be open to your questions and concerns about your work;

7. recognize and praise your achievement.

Dear Parent or Guardian: If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me at Christiana High School from 7:30 am – 3:00 pm. You may email me at conardt@christina.k12.de.us Thank you.
